Connective Tissue Disorders
by Sir John Richardson mvo MA mD(cantab) FRCP pp xii +239 illustrated 35s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1963 There will be general agreement that a book on the subject of the connective tissue disorders was badly needed and all will be grateful to Sir John Richardson for supplying one. It is written from the standpoint of the clinician and his discussion of the pathogenesis of these diseases reveals a commendable caution. He has resisted the temptation to float on the rising tide of autoimmunity and after a careful survey of the evidence bearing on this aspect of the collagen diseases he reserves judgment.
In subsequent chapters he discusses systemic lupus erythematosus, polyarteritis nodosa, cranial arteritis, scleroderma, dermatomyositis and Sjogren's syndrome. Finally, there is a chapter on the rarer disorders, thromboticthrombocytopenic purpura, Weber-Christian disease and polymyalgia rheumatica, followed by notes on differential diagnosis and the effect of these diseases upon pregnancy and vice versa.
There is much useful information to be found in this book and the writing is informed by extensive personal experience. Some readers may feel that the morbid anatomical discussion could with advantage be expanded. The earlier observations linking these several diseases were mainly pathological and photomicrographs of some of the typical lesions would have been acceptable. The chapter on the complications of corticosteroid therapy is hardly required by the readers to whom a book of this kind is addressed and perhaps in the next edition more detailed pathological descriptions might be allowed to take its place. This survey of hospital administrative and clerical staff is an analysis of the replies to a questionnaire sent to the staff of four regions. It is a detailed study of the age structure, educational standard and career prospects, set out with great lucidity. Out of 11,279 male staff in the relevant grades in the hospital service of England and Wales 1,726 repliedpresumably a big enough sample to be statistically significant.
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Hinges of Administration
The conclusions are depressing. The educational standard is revealed as being sadly lowonly 6% of male staff in the 'designated' or top grades entered the service with GCE A-level or its equivalent, and only 7% had obtained university degrees before or after entering.
Considerable imbalance in the age structure is demonstrated, the--number of men -between-the ages of 35 and 50 being disproportionately large. This appears to be due to the heavy recruitment after the war, followed by insufficient recruitment of young men. The remedy suggested by the authorsfaute de mieuxis to offer early retirement to some of the middle-aged men, and recruit more younger men. With this I can hardly agree. The administration of hospitals becomes more complicated with the issue of each Whitley Council circular, and one must reluctantly conclude that more experienced administrators, not less, will be needed. And where will the right young men come from, when the salary prospects are such that at least one University Appointments Board advises graduates to avoid the Health Service? J D BANKS Hals-Nasen-Ohren-Heilkunde Volume II Part 1 Mund, Rachen, Speiserohre edited by Prof Dr med J Berendes pp xii +691 illustrated DM 198 Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1963 This is Part 1 of Volume II of the manual, which seems to have been published before Volume I came to press. The subtitle describes it as 'kurzgefasst' and the dust-cover contains a statement that it is intended for practical use, and that theoretical questions are not neglected, but are given restricted space only. The reviewer cannot agree with these statements. Twenty-four pages are devoted to the physiology of the tonsils, at the end of which, the statement (in italics) that one cannot speak about the physiology of the tonsils as such, since the tonsils have no specific function comes, to say the least, as an added surprise. The use of Latin or other languages at every opportunity, e.g. corpora alienia for Fremdkorper, morcellement for Zerstuckelung, intra operationem for wdhrend der Operation, is irritating. Sentences running to sixty or seventy words will make the use of the book very difficult for people with restricted knowledge of German, and translation of the book practically impossible. The statement that the method of choice in adult tonsillectomy 'now as before' is local anesthesia, would, to my knowledge, not be acceptable to any surgeon in this country. The failure even to mention ascorbic acid and vitamin B complex in the treatment of Vincent's angina must surely be an oversight. There is, on the other hand, a well presented chapter of dermatological disorders of the oral cavity with good coloured illustrations, and the book is a
